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TEXT 


Draft Decision: 43 COM 7B.3 


The World Heritage Committee, 

1. Having examined Document WHC/19/43.COM/7B.Add 

2 . Recalling Decision 41 COM 7B.25, adopted at its 41st session (Krakow, 2017), 

3 . Welcomes the formation of an India-Bangladesh Joint Working Group (JWG) of the 
Sundarbans and requests the State Party of Bangladesh to keep the World Heritage 
Centre informed of the concrete actions and outcomes that arise from the JWG and 
how these will strengthen the long-term protection of the property’s Outstanding 
Universal Value (OUV); 

4 . Appreciates the confirmation that any future dredging of the Pashur River will be 
subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), reminds the State Party 
that ElAs should be conducted in line with the IUCN World Heritage Advice Note 
on Environmental Assessment and include a specific section on the potential 
impact of the project on the OUV of the property, and also reguests the State Party 
to ensure that any dredging within the property is conducted in compliance with 
strict conditions that safeguard the property’s OUV and further requests the State 
Party to provide information on dredging activities; 


Email Rapporteur: wh-rapporteur@unesco.org 

























5. (Cuba, Bosnia and Herzegovina and China) Welcomes the State Party’s actions, 

such as the implementation of the integrated freshwater inflow management plan, 

the implementation of Spatial Monitoring and Reporting Tool (SMART), the 

development of the Tiger Action Plan (2018-2027) and National Tiger Recovery 

Programme (NTRP), expansion of the wildlife sanctuaries and the adoption of 

Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100 to protect and expand the Sundarbans. 

6. §v (Cuba, Bosnia and Herzegovina and China) Deeply regrets that th e construct i on 
of th e Maitr ee Sup e r Th e rma l Pow e r P l ant (Rampa l ) is continuing , Expresses 
concern about the likely environmental impacts of th e Rampa l pow e r p l ant future 
large scale industrial projects around the Sundarbans on the OUV, and urges the 
State Party to continue to take all necessary mitigation measures, as may be 
recommended by the SEA Study to address the concerns previously expressed by 
the Committee and the 2016 joint World Heritage Centre/IUCN Reactive 
Monitoring Mission; 

6 . Expresses concern that two coa l- fir e d pow e r p l ants (Ta l to l i and Ko l apara) ar e 

b e ing construct e d on th e Payra Riv e r, which f l ows into th e sam e bay as th e 

prop e rty, and that 154 industria l proj e cts upstr e am of th e prop e rty ar e curr e nt l y 

activ e , d e spit e th e Committ ee ’s r e gu e st to e nsur e that any l arg e- sca le industria l 

and/or infrastructur e d e v el opm e nts wou l d not b e a ll owed to proc e ed befor e th e 

Strat e gic — Env i ronm e nta l— Ass e ssm e nt — (SEA) — for th e— Southw e st — r e g i on —©f 

Bang l ad e sh, inc l uding th e prop e rty, has b ee n comp le t e d, and strong l y Urges th e 

Stat e Party not to ha l t und e rtak e any n e w such d e v el opm e nt e nvironm e nta ll y 

hazardous activiti e s, inc l uding for th e Rampa l pow e r p l ant, l arg e sca le i ndustria l 

proj e cts which may aff e ct th e Wor l d H e ritag e Sit e unti l th e SEA has b ee n 

und e rtak e n in conformity with int e rnationa l standards; 

7. Considers th e that th e continu e d construction of th e Rampa l pow e r p l ant, th e 

construction of two add i tiona l pow e r p l ants on th e Payra Riv e r and th e num e rous 

oth e r importanc e of SEA in d e t e rmining any asc e rtain e d and pot e ntia l dang e r on 

hydro l ogica l and e co l ogica l dynamics which und e rpin th e OUV of th e prop e rty is 

e ss e ntia l in construction of industria l and/or infrastructure d e ve l opm e nt l arg e sca le 

industria l proj e cts in d i ff e r e nt stag e s of activity, tog e th e r with th e ir r e sp e ctiv e 

associat e d activiti e s such as dr e dging and shipping, a ll tak i ng p l ac e in th e abs e nc e 

of th e SEA, r e pr e s e nt both an asc e rtain e d and pot e ntia l dang e r to th e hydro l ogica l 

and e co l ogica l dynamics which und e rpin th e OUV of th e prop e rty, in line with 

Paragraph 180 of the Op e rationa l Guid el in e s, and decides to inscribe The 

Sundarbans (Bangladesh) on the List of World Heritage in Danger; 

7. (Cuba, Bosnia and Herzegovina and China) Considering the importance of 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in determining any ascertained and 

potential danger on hydrological and ecological dynamics which underpin the OUV 

of the property, appreciates the confirmation by the State Party of conducting an 

SEA for the South-West region of Bangladesh, and urges the State Party to ensure 

that future large scale industrial and/ or infrastructural developments will not be 

allowed to proceed before the SEA has been completed in conformity with 

international standards and reguests the State Party to submit a copy of the SEA 

to the World Heritage Centre as soon as it is available; 


8. 7- (Cuba, Bosnia and Herzegovina and China) Further requests the State Party to 
invite a joint World Heritage Centre/IUCN Reactive Monitoring mission to the 
property to d e v el op, in consu l tation with th e Stat e Party; , a s e t of corr e ctiv e 

















































m e asur e s and a D e sir e d stat e of cons e rvation for th e r e mova l of th e prop e rty from 

th e List of Wor l d H e ritag e in Dang e r (DSOCR); 


9. 8 (Cuba, Bosnia and Herzegovina and China Also regrets Strongly urc/es the 

State Party to finalize that the National Oil Spill and Chemical Contingency Plan 
(NOSCOP) and also reiterates its requests that the State Party ensure adequate 
provision of funding and human resources for the implementation of the plan once 
it is adopted , and provides furth e r information and data on th e monitoring of l ong ¬ 
t e rm impacts from r e c e nt shipping incid e nts invo l ving spi ll s of hazardous mat e ria l s 
in proximity to th e prop e rty ; 

10. (Cuba, Bosnia and Herzegovina and China Finally requests the State Party to 
submit to the World Heritage Centre, by 1 February 2020 2021, an updated report 
on the state of conservation of the property and the implementation of the above, 
for examination by the World Heritage Committee at its 4444 45 th session in 2020 

2021 . 
















